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23"Y Don Quijote Awards Winners Announced at Virtual Ceremony

(ORLANDO, FL) December 3, 2020—The Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Metro Orlando (HCCMO) and Prospera co-
hosted the 23rd Don Quijote Awards. Due to the pandemic, this year the prestigious event was a virtual celebration
streamed from the ESPN studios at Disney's Wide World of Sports. The Don Quijote Awards is the premier event for the
region’s Hispanic business community, where businesses and individuals are recognized for exemplifying qualities of the
classic Don Quijote literary character: vision, courage, and community impact. A special TV show featuring highlights of
this year’s celebration and the winners will air on December 12 on Univision Orlando at 6:00 p.m.

A selection committee chose winners among community nominees, based on professional accomplishments, innovation,
contributions to their industry and community, and demonstrated leadership. Due to the negative impact of COVID-19 to
small businesses, the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Metro Orlando and Prospera did not present an award for the
Hispanic Business of the Year categories.

The winners of the 23" Don Quijote Awards are:

Lifetime Achievement: Betty Martinez Lowery

Professional of the Year: Ybeth Bruzual, Emmy Award winning anchor and reporter at Spectrum News 13
Excellence: Graciela Noriega Jacoby, Chief Operating Officer at Heart of Florida United Way

Hispanic Community Champion: Lui Damiani, Executive Director at the Victim Service Center of Central Florida

"Congratulations to all the finalists and winners this year. Now, more than ever, our community needs to be inspired by
the accomplishments of these great leaders," said Gaby Ortigoni, president and CEO of HCCMO. “Don Quijote de La
Mancha embodies courage and determination and this year; we feel proud to maintain the tradition of this celebration
with a top production thanks to all of our sponsors! "

“We are very grateful to our sponsors and partners, to everyone who made the 23rd edition of the Don Quijote Awards
possible, virtually and accessible to all," said Prospera President/CEO Augusto Sanabria. "This has been a very difficult year
and the winners and finalists we recognized remind us that we must continue to focus on our dreams and goals, to
persevere and overcome challenges with courage”.

The Don Quijote Awards are made possible thanks to the support of Walt Disney Parks & Resorts, Wells Fargo,
AdventHealth, Universal Orlando Resort, Bank of America, Florida Blue, Orlando Health, Orlando Magic, Duke Energy,
JPMorgan Chase, OUC The Reliable One, Fairwinds, Valencia College, Univision, among other sponsors. For more
information on the Don Quijote Awards, please visit www.donquijoteawards.com.

-more-


http://www.donquijoteawards.com/
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The Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Metro Orlando is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide leadership
and support the economic development of the Hispanic business community of Metro Orlando. For over 26 years, HCCMO
has strengthened the Central Florida business community by providing quality programs through networking, business
development, exposure and recognition. For more information, please visit www.hccmo.org or call 407-428-5870.

Prospera is an economic development, nonprofit organization that since 1991 has specialized in providing bilingual
assistance to Hispanic entrepreneurs who want to start, sustain, and grow their business. In the last five years alone,
Prospera has facilitated over $59 million in loans, trained over 20,000 entrepreneurs, and helped business consulting
clients create or retain over 16,000 jobs. It has offices in Florida’s central, south, and west coast regions, and in Charlotte,
North Carolina. For more information, visit www.prosperausa.org or call 407-428-5872.
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MEDIA CONTACTS: Katia Medina, 407-428-5872, kmedina@prosperausa.org
Vanessa Rincon, 407-267-2417, vrincon@hispanicchamber.net
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