't
o, \ ]
?zﬁi'%gﬂjé Y, fi’ Sartaas ?p ROSPERA’

Presented by:

PRESS RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACTS: Marianna La Riva, MlaRiva@hispanicchamber.net & Katia Medina, kmedina@prosperausa.org

nnnnnnnnnnnn
ADVANCING HISPANIC BUSINESS

26" Don Quijote Awards Winners Announced

(ORLANDO, FL) December 12, 2023—The Hispanic Chamber of Metro Orlando and Prospera co-hosted the 26th annual Don Quijote Awards
Gala on December 9, 2023, at Epcot’s World Showplace Pavilion. The gala was proudly sponsored by Walt Disney World Resort, Wells Fargo
and OUC the Reliable One, among other event sponsors. The Don Quijote Awards is the premier event for the region’s Hispanic business
community, where businesses and individuals are recognized for exemplifying qualities of the classic Don Quijote literary character:
vision, courage, and community impact.

Yamile Luna, Chief Operating Officer at AdventHealth Winter Garden and Clermont, served as Event Chair this year. In this role, she led the
Don Quijote Awards Selection Committee that reviewed the nominations and selected the finalists and winners. The selection criteria are
based on professional accomplishments, financial success and growth, innovation, industry contributions, demonstrated leadership,
community involvement, and professional honors and recognition. The recipients of the 26th Don Quijote Awards are:

o Lifetime Achievement: Jan Aspuru, Retired Orlando Utilities Commission Senior Executive

e Excellence: Dr. Maria Vazquez, Orange County Public Schools Superintendent

e Hispanic Community Champion: Jeff Hayward, President & CEO, Heart of Florida United Way

e Professional of the Year: Dr. Cyndia Muiiiz, Senior Director of Hispanic Serving Institution Initiatives and Partnerships at the
University of Central Florida

e  Hispanic Business of the Year, More Than Five Years: Competitive Edge Partners & Consulting, represented by its owner Debbie
Rodriguez

e  Hispanic Business of the Year, Five Years or Less: BOLD Hispanic Marketing Agency, represented by its owner, Ana Carolina Salazar

This year’s theme was inspired by masterpieces and surrealist art of some of the most iconic Latin artists such as Pablo Picasso, Frida Kahlo,
Salvador Dali and Diego Rivera. The Opera of Orlando took center stage at the gala, creating a memorable experience for guests with their
performance, including a selection from their upcoming production, Frida. Spectrum News 13 News Anchor Ybeth Bruzual served as the
emcee, contributing her hosting skills and joyful personality to the evening’s atmosphere and enhancing the overall experience for the event
guests. After the award ceremony, the dance floor came alive as DJ Lyrick from Rumba 100.3 FM played a fusion of vibrant Latin beats and
rhythms that inspired attendees to dance for the rest of the evening.

The Don Quijote Awards are made possible thanks to the support of Walt Disney World Resort, Wells Fargo, OUC - The Reliable One, 1st SOS
Staffing, AdventHealth, Bank of America, Duke Energy, Florida Blue, Universal Orlando Resort, Orlando Health, Travel + Leisure, VyStar Credit
Union, Greater Orlando Aviation Authority, Ana G. Mendez University, The Catholic Foundation of Central Florida, JCQ Services, JPMorgan
Chase, One Second Pictures Creative, Orlando Magic, Clear Channel Outdoors, Florida National News, iHeart Media, Orlando Business Journal,
El Osceola Star, La Prensa Newspaper, and Univision Orlando, Nosotras Latinas Magazine, among many more. For more information on the
Don Quijote Awards, please visit www.donquijoteawards.com.

ABOUT THE HISPANIC CHAMBER OF METRO ORLANDO

For over three decades, the Hispanic Chamber of Metro Orlando has been recognized as one of the main economic development entities in
the region, serving as the central point of connection, fostering business success, unifying communities, and empowering Hispanic business
owners and professionals to drive exceptional economic growth in the region. Hispanic Chamber members benefit from the impact generated
by the largest and most engaged business networks in Central Florida. Companies and professionals have access to award-winning events &
programs focused on commerce opportunities, coaching, and community development opportunities. For more information, please visit
www.hispanicchamber.net or call 407-428-5870.

ABOUT PROSPERA

Prospera is an economic development, nonprofit organization that has specialized since 1991 in providing bilingual assistance to Hispanic
entrepreneurs who want to start, sustain, and grow their business. In the last five years alone, Prospera facilitated over $70 million in loans
for small business clients, trained 17,300 entrepreneurs, and helped consulting clients create or retain more than 16,000 jobs. Prospera
currently serves Florida, North Carolina, and Georgia. For more information, visit www.prosperausa.org.
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Se anuncian los ganadores de la 262 edicion de los Premios Don Quijote

(ORLANDO, FL) 12 de diciembre de 2023 — La Camara Hispana de Metro Orlando y Prospera presentaron la 262 gala anual de los Premios
Don Quijote. La prestigiosa ceremonia de premiacidn se llevé a cabo el 9 de diciembre en el World Showplace Pavilion de Epcot,
patrocinada principalmente por Walt Disney World Resort, Wells Fargo y OUC, entre otros. Los Premios Don Quijote son el evento principal
para la comunidad de negocios hispana de la regién, donde empresas e individuos son reconocidos por demostrar las cualidades del
personaje literario clasico de Don Quijote: visidn, valentia e impacto en la comunidad.

Yamile Luna, directora ejecutiva de operaciones de AdventHealth en Winter Garden y Clermont, dirigio el comité de seleccidn de los Premios
Don Quijote este afio. Este comité evalua las nominaciones y elige a los finalistas y ganadores. La seleccidn de los ganadores se basa en logros
profesionales, crecimiento financiero, innovacidn, contribuciones a su industria, liderazgo y reconocimientos profesionales. Los ganadores
de la 26a entrega de Los Premios Don Quijote son:

e Homenaje a la Trayectoria: Jan Aspuru, ejecutivo retirado de Orlando Utilities Commission

e  Excelencia: Dr. Maria Vdzquez, superintendente del Sistema de Escuelas Publicas del Condado Orange

e Campeon de la Comunidad Hispana: Jeff Hayward, presidente & director ejecutivo de Heart of Florida United Way

e Profesional del Afio: Dr. Cyndia Muiiz, directora senior de alianzas e iniciativas de Hispanic Serving Institution en University of
Central Florida

e Empresa Hispana del Afio — Mas de Cinco Afos: Competitive Edge Partners & Consulting, representado por su duefia, Debbie
Rodriguez

e Negocio Hispano del Afio — Cinco Afios o0 Menos: BOLD Hispanic Marketing Agency, representado por su duefia, Ana Carolina
Salazar

El tema de este afo se inspird en las obras maestras y el arte surrealista de algunos de los artistas latinos mas emblematicos, como Pablo
Picasso, Frida Kahlo, Salvador Dali y Diego Rivera. La Opera de Orlando tomd protagonismo en esta prestigiosa gala, cautivando al publico
con una actuacién fascinante que incluyd una seleccion de su préxima produccion Frida, dejando una huella imborrable en los asistentes.
Ybeth Bruzual, presentadora de noticias de Spectrum News 13, actué como maestra de ceremonias y afadié al ambiente positivo de la noche
con sus talentos de anfitriona y su alegre personalidad, contribuyendo a la experiencia de los asistentes. Después de la ceremonia de
premiacion, la pista de baile cobré vida cuando DJ Lyrick de Rumba 100.3 FM tocd una fusidn de ritmos latinos que mantuvo a los asistentes
bailando durante el resto de la noche.

Los Premios Don Quijote son posibles gracias al auspicio de Walt Disney World Resort, Wells Fargo, OUC- The Reliable One, 1st SOS Staffing,
AdventHealth, Bank of America, Duke Energy, Florida Blue, Universal Orlando Resort, Orlando Health, Travel + Leisure, VyStar Credit Union,
Greater Orlando Aviation Authority, Ana G. Mendez University, The Catholic Foundation of Central Florida, JCQ Services, JPMorgan Chase,
One Second Pictures Creative, Orlando Magic, Clear Channel Outdoors, Florida National News, iHeart Media, Orlando Business Journal, El
Osceola Star, La Prensa Newspaper, Univision Orlando, Nosotras Latinas Magazine, y mas. Para obtener mds informacién sobre los Premios
Don Quijote, visite www.donquijoteawards.com.

SOBRE LA CAMARA HISPANA DE METRO ORLANDO

Por mas de tres décadas, la Cdmara Hispana de Metro Orlando ha sido reconocida como una de las principales entidades de desarrollo
economico de la regidn, sirviendo como punto central de conexién, fomentando el éxito empresarial, unificando comunidades y
empoderando a los propietarios de negocios y profesionales hispanos para impulsar crecimiento econémico en la regién. Los asociados de
la Camara Hispana se benefician del impacto generado por una de las redes empresariales mas grandes de Florida Central. Las empresas y
los profesionales tienen acceso a eventos y programas enfocados en oportunidades comerciales, capacitacion y desarrollo comunitario.
Para obtener mas informacidn visite www.hispanicchamber.net o llame al 407-428-5870.

SOBRE PROSPERA

Prospera es una organizacidon de desarrollo econdmico, sin fines de lucro, que desde 1991 se especializa en brindar ayuda bilinglie a
empresarios hispanos que deseen iniciar, fortalecer o impulsar sus negocios. En los Gltimos cinco afios, Prospera gestioné mas de $70 millones
en préstamos para pequefios negocios, capacito a 17,300 empresarios, y ayudo a clientes de consultoria a crear o retener mas de 16,000
empleos. Actualmente, Prospera ofrece servicios en Florida, Carolina del Norte y Georgia. Para mas informacion, visite www.prosperausa.org.
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